21 February 1855. 18 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



A 



BILL 

TO 



Make Provision for the more speedy and effectual 
Despatch of Business in the High Court of 
Chancery in Ireland. 



[Note.— 1 The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in Committee.] 



W HEREAS the present Mode of proceeding in the High Preamble. 
Court of Chancery in Ireland by Orders of Reference, 

Reports, and Exceptions, is attended with Delay, Expense, 
and other Inconvenience, and it is expedient that every Cause or Matter 
5 should he prosecuted through all Stages before and under the Direc- 
tion of the same Judge or Judicial Officer: Be it therefore enacted 
by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons m tins 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows : 

10 I. The existing senior Three Masters in Ordinary of the said Court 

of Chancery shall be and are hereby constituted Judges oi the said Cllm0e! w 
Court under the Style of Tice Chancellors, with Power severally to 
exercise such Jurisdiction and Authority as herem-after provided ; a 
it shall be lawful for Her Majesty from Time to Time when and^ a^ 

15 Vacancy shall occur in the Office of any of the smd /ree Chmcellors, 
or of any of their Successors, for the Time being by Death, Res^ 
nation, or Removal from Office, by Letters Patent under the Omat 
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Seal of Ireland, to appoint a fit Person, being a Barrister of at least 
Fifteen Years standing, to supply such Vacancy : Provided that it 
shall not be necessary for any of the said Masters to obtain Letters 
Patent for their said Appointments to such Office of Vice Chancellor, 
but they shall be deemed capable of exercising such Office as if the 5 
same were held by Letters Patent under the Provisions of this Act : 
Provided also, that when any Vacancy shall occur in the said Office of 
Vice Chancellor while the present existing junior Two Masters in 
Ordinary or either of them hold such Office of Master, the senior of 
such junior Masters or the Survivor of them (as the Case may be) 10 
shall be appointed to fill such Vacancy; and if the Survivor of such 
Two existing junior Masters be so promoted, then upon the next 
Vacancy in the Office of Vice Chancellor the junior of the said Two 
Masters shall succeed to such last-mentioned Vacancy; and every 
such Vice Chancellor shall hold his Office during good Behaviour: 15 
Provided always, that it shall be lawful for Her Majesty to remove any 
such Judge from his Office, upon an Address of both Houses of 
Parliament. 

Vice Chan- II. Every Vice Chancellor to be appointed in pursuance of this Act 
take the°fol- s ' ia ^> previous to his executing any of the Duties of his Office, take 20 
lowing Oath, the following Oath, which the Lord Chancellor of Ireland lor the Time 
5 Viet. c. 5. being is hereby authorized and required to administer : 

c J do solemnly and sincerely pi‘oniisc : and swear, that I will duly and 
‘ faithfully, and to the best of my Skill and Power, execute the 
‘ Office of Vice Chancellor. 25 

‘ So help me GOD.’ 

111. The said Vice Chancellors hereby appointed and their Suc- 
cessors in Office respectively shall have Hank and Precedence next 
after the Lord Chief Baron of Her Majesty’s Court of Exchequer in 
Ireland. 30 

Jurisdiction IV. The Master of the Rolls and each of the Vice Chancellors shall 
the Rolls, and severa % have full Power to hear and determine all Causes, Matters, 
the. Vice’ and Things which are or shall be at tmy Time depending in the Court 
Uia-.cellois. Q j. Chancery in Ireland, as a Court of Equity, or which have been 

or shall be submitted to the Jurisdiction of the said Court in relation 35 
to Infants or Lunatics, or by the Authority of any Act of Parliament, 
(except the Acts relating to Bankruptcy,) and all Decrees, Orders, 
and Acts of the said Master of the Rolls or Vice Chancellors severally, 
shall be deemed and taken to he respectively, as the Nature of 
the Case shall require, Decrees, Orders, and Acts of the said 40 
Court of Chancery, subject nevertheless to Appeal to the Lord 
Chancellor. 

V. The 
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Power of 
junior Mas- 
ters to wind 
up Causes 
ponding in 
their Offices. 



V. The Master of the Rolls and each of the said Vice Chancellors Jurisdiction, 
shall and may severally exercise all or any of the Powers, Authorities, 
and Jurisdiction, now or heretofore exercised by the Masters in Ordi- 
nary, or by the Master of the Rolls, including the Power of Attach- 
5 ment or Committal for Contempt. 

VI The Master of the Rolls and each of the said Vice Chancellors Jurisdiction, 
shall severally have full Power, Authority, and Jurisdiction, as well m 
relation to Causes and Matters which shall be heard before them as 
to those which may he referred to them respect, vely, by Order or 
in Decree of the Lord Chancellor, to direct and control the Conduct ot 
the same ; and make all proper and necessary Inquiries, Adjudications, 

Decrees, and Orders, in course of the Prosecution of the same, from 
such original Hearing or Reference to the final Determination thereof, 
and without making any Report thereon, subject nevertheless to 
15 Appeal to the Lord Chancellor. 

VII So soon as this Act shall come into operation tile Office of 
Master shall stand abolished, except as and for the Purposes toon- 
after specially provided ; the junior Two existing Masters shall have 
full Power and Authority, not only as heretofore to continue the 
20 Control and Direction of the, several Causes and Matters, which shall 
he pending before them, when this Act shall come into operation, but 
shall have Jurisdiction to institute such Inquiries and make such 
Decrees, Orders, and Adjudications in relation to % same Arough- 
out their several Stages to the final Determination thereof, including 
25 Orders for Payment of Money, as such Vice Chancellors may insMut 
and make in the several Causes and Matters before ™ del 1 

Authority of this Act, .but subject to the like Appeal to the Loid 

Chancellor. 

VIII All Causes, Matters, and Things, winch at the Time of the 

30 kent 

and Lunacy) depending before me . ^ ^ be ^fomed 

35 secutcd before the said jnmoi M ^ ^ sba ll direct, 

between them m such ^mnu - ^ ^ respec t t0 

and such junior I wo iVListeis Authorities resnec- 

all such Business, such Jurisdiction 

tively as is herem-betore reseivedtoor - the Time of- the 

» *' ™ " “ k ?C 

[32.] A 2 
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Three Masters tlmt the Transfer thereof as aforesaid would he attended 
with Delay and Expense to the Parties, it shall he lawful for the Lord 
Chancellor to authorize and direct such Master to continue the Prose- 
cution of such Cause, Matter, or Thing, and such Master shall prose- 
cute the same accordingly, and with the same Powers m every respect 
as if this Act had not passed. 



of the Busi- 
ness trans- 
ferred to 
them. 



15 & 16 Viet, 
c. 80. s. 7. 



IX The senior Three Masters respectively shall hand over and 
transfer to the Office of the respective junior Masters all Deeds, 

— Papers, and Documents necessary for the Prosecution of the Causes, 
Prosecution Matters, or Things to be transferred to such junior Masters, under 10 
the Provisions of this Act, on receiving a Requisition and Receipt 
therefor from the Master requiring same. 

Power to X. In order as expeditiously as may he to wind up the several 
Masters to Causes Matters, and Things, which may he depending before or 

PaXV transferred to such junior Two Master's in Ordinary of the said Court, 15 
and to settle Rerein-before provided, it shall he lawful for each of such Masters 
Butlnos'flS at any Time after the passing of this Act to summon, as he shall 
fovo them. d eem fit, all or any of tlic Parties to any Cause, Matter, or Thing so 
depending, or their Solicitors, and thereupon to proceed with such 
Cause, Matter, or Thing, and give such Directions, and make such 20 
Order’ as he may think necessary, for settling- and winding-up the 
same hut any such Order shall he subject to ho discharged or varied 
by the Court upon Application made for that Purpose; and the 
Master shall be at liberty to proceed for the Purposes aforesaid in the 
Absence of any of the Parties or Solicitors ucglccting or refusing to 25 
attend the Summons. 

XI. In case the Master shall ho unable by reason of the Conduct 
of Parties, or otherwise, to finally dispose of any Cause, Matter, or 
Thing, he shall he at liberty to dispose of any Part, thereof within his 
Her ior rro- Power, and to report or certify on the whole of the Case ; and upon 30 
sedition or such Report or Certificate flic Court shall make such Order as it shall 
Of nnyTit," 1 think proper on all or any of the Parties for the further Prosecution 
&c?,nnd for 0 f the Suit or Matter, or for the final Disposal thereof, and for the 
Cost”°io 0f Payment of the Costs thereof, including' any of the Costs which may 
I5& 16 Viet, have been incurred by reason of the Conduct of the Parties. 35 

c. 80. s. 8. 

OnNeglectof XII. Ill tlic event of the Parties in any Cause, Matter, or lliing, 
or their Solicitors, refusing or neglecting within a Time to he fixed by 
the Master to bring the Master's Report or Certificate before the 
Court, the same may by Direction of the Master be brought before 
the Court by the general Solicitor for the Time being for Minors 40 
and Lunatics, Wards of the Court : and the Court is hereby empow- 



Power to 
Court upon 
Master’s Re- 
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Certificate 
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cred to order Payment of tlic Costs and Expenses of the Solicitor to 

the 
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the Suitors Fund out of such of the Funds in the Cause, Matter, or 
Thin", or by such Parties as to the Court shall seem just ; and in case v idcd for. 
Payment thereof cannot he obtained by any of the Means aforesaid, 15 & 16 Viet, 
the same by the Direction of the Court may be paid out of the c - 80 * 6 * 9l 
5 Suitors Fee Fund. 

Matters of 

XIII. All Matters of Minority and Lunacy which at the Time of Minority 
the Commencement of this Act shall be attached to the respective 
Offices of the said senior Three Masters, shall thenceforth be attached to to theOffioes 
their respective Courts as Vice Chancellors, and all future Proceedings jhreoMM-' 

10 in such Matters shall be by Notice to be moved before such Vice ters shall be 
Chancellors, instead of by Petition as heretofore; and all References 
pending in such Matters at the Time of the Commencement of this ti»e Courts 
Act shall he continued to a final Termination before the Vice Chan- “jJ““ UorSi 
cellor in whose Office as a Master such References had been pending, and future 
15 and such Vice Chancellors shall instead of making Reports in such by 

pending Matters, make Orders which shall be of the same Force and Notice. 

Effect as Orders of the Lord Chancellor, and shall be final and con- landing .Re- 
clusive unless appealed from. to be dis- 

posed of. 

XIV The said junior Two Masters shall on or before the First The junior 
20 Day of Michaelmas Term which will he in the Year One tho sand 

eight hundred and fifty-six, transmit or cause to be transmitted to the Eoport of 
Office of the Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland, a Report in Writing under the , 0 them from 
Hands or Hand of the said Masters or One. of them, containing the 
25 Names of the several Causes, Matters, and Things so transferred to Thira Mas- 
them from the Offices of the said senior Three Masters as aforesaid, ^”0™“ 
together with the Names of the several Solicitors having the Carnage secretary of 
of the Proceedings in the said Causes, Matters, and Things respec- 
lively, and the said junior Two Masters, or their respective buc- an d to make 
30 cessors in Office, shall within the first Four Days of Michaelmas Tern 

in each and every Year after the said Year One thousand eight hun- of said 
dred and fifty-six, so long as any of said Causes, Matters, “-Things Causes, to. 
shall remain pending or undisposed of in the respective ces o main undis- 
the said Masters or their Successors, transmit or cause to be trans- P^ed^ 
35 mitted to the Office of such Chief Secretary a Report in Writing t0 xime . 
under their respective Hands of the Names of such of the said several 4 4 5 W. 4. 
Causes, Matters, or Things from Time to Time remaining undisposed c. 78. a. . 
of the Names of the Solicitors respectively having the Carnage 
of the Proceedings, and the Date and Object of the last Meeting 
40 which shall have taken place in each of such Causes, Matters, or 
Things, from the Period of the next preceding Report, together with 
the Cause, so far as can he ascertained why the same have not been 

disposed of. V xr T i 0 

[32.] A 3 XV. The 
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The Master XV. The Master of the Rolls and each of the Vice Chancellors 
and 1 yice' ,S severally on the First Day of November in every Year, or within 
Chancellors One Week after the said Day, deliver or cause to he delivered at the 
Return of 1 Office of such Chief Secretary, a Return in Writing under their re- 
certain Par- spective Hands, stating the Number of Days on which they respec- 5 
dehveredan 0 ^ ve ty have attended at the respective Offices in the Performance 
nually to the of their Duties for and during Twelve Months next preceding such 
Seere- Return, specifying the Number of Hours occupied in each of such 
Lord Lieute- Days Attendance ; and each of said Judges shall annex to such his 
nant. Report a List or Schedule of the several Causes, Petitions, or Matters 10 
of every Description then pending in his Court, so far as the same can 
be ascertained, with the Names of the respective Solicitors having the 
Carriage of the Proceedings therein and the Date and Object of the 
last Proceeding which shall have taken place in each of such Causes, 
Matters, or Things respectively, either before such Judge or his Chief 15 
Clerk. 



Power to 
Master of 
the Rolls 



XVI. From and after the Commencement of this Act it shall be 
lawful for the Master of the Rolls and the Vice Chancellors for the 



and Vico Time being, and they are hereby required to sit at Chambers for the 

Despatch of such Part of the Business of the said Court as can, with- 20 
Chambers out Detriment to the public Advantage arising from the Discussion of 
[patch 6?°" Q uestions * u °P eu Coiu't, be heard in Chambers, according to the 
Business, &c. Directions herein-after in that Behalf specified or referred to ; and the 
15 &i evict. Times at and during which they respectively shall so sit shall be from 
c. so. s. ll. Time to Time fixed by them respectively. 25 



Power to the XVII. The Chamber Business of the Master of the Rolls and of 
cdlorto l pro- evei T Vice Chancellor shall be carried on in conjunction with his 
vide Cham- Court Business ; but as no Rooms are attached to the Courts of the 
Vice Chan- sa ^ Masters hereby created Vice Chancellors in which such Chamber 
cellors. Business can be transacted, it shall be lawful for the Lord Chan- 30 
****** ccllor to cause Chambers to be provided for every of them respec- 
tively for that Purpose until Courts with proper Rooms attached can 
be provided for them. 

Judges may 

opeTcourt 111 XVIII. It shall be lawful for the Master of the Rolls and every of 
to Chambers, the Vice Chancellors respectively when sitting in open Court to adjourn 35 
versa, ^hc ^ or Consideration in Chambers any Matter which, in the Opinion of 
Consider- such Judge, may be more conveniently disposed of in Chambers, or 
Matter! iiny wlien sitting in Chambers to direct any Matter to be heard in open 
15 & l GVict. Court, which he may think right to be so heard, 
c. 80. s. 27. 

^roceediim XIX. The Mode of proceeding before the Master of the Rolls and 40 
before “ s Vice Chancellors respectively at Chambers shall be by Notice, subject, 

however, 
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Judges at 



wver to the same ltulcs and Regulations as to the Entry and 0““*° 
o . • c thereof, as heretofore applicable to the Service of Summonses, 13 & ie vit-t. 
unless the same shall he altered by any General Rule to be made in c 80 . , 
pursuance of the Powers for that Purpose in this Act contained. *>*»* 



as in open 
Court. 

?. them, as 15 & 16 Viet. 

c.SO. s. 13. 



.28. 

Judges to 
have same 
Power and 

, X X The Master of the Rolls and every of the Vice Chancellors re- £»■' 
nedively when sitting in Chambers shall have the same Power - 
Jurisdiction in respect of the Business to he brought before them 
if they were respectively sitting m open Court. 

XXI The Orders made by the Master of the Rolls and Vice £ Cl.amb.rs 
,0 Chancellors respectively when sitting in Chambers shall be drawn up , tl ,, 
there by their respective Clerks, to he appointed as herem-aftei 

“^oned. I'XIT? 

XXII. All Orders of the Master of the Rolls, or of any , Vice Clian- 
cellor, made by him at. Chambers, shall have the Force and Effect of at 
15 Orders of the Court of Chancery, ami such Orders may be signed, and ^ j 

enrolled in like Manner. . Court, 5 te. 

XXIII. From and after the Commencement of this Act the Master 
of the Rolls and the Vice Chancellors respectively shall have the sole 
Power (subject to any Rules which may be made by the Lord Chan- « 
20 celior with the Advice and' Assistance of them or any I wo ot tliem,) direct , vIiat 
to order what Matters and Things shall be investigated by and before Ma«e» s M 
their respective Chief Clerks, either with or without then- Dnectmn inTCStigate a 
during their Progress, and what Matters, and Thing* ishdl.be heard 
and investigated by themselves ; and particularly, if the Judge shall wllatl 
25 so direct, his Chief Clerk shall take Accounts and make Inquiries ; 01 ..efdterk«. 
and the Judge shall give such Aid and Directions 111 every or any 
such Account or Inquiry as lie may think proper, hut subject never- (o 
tlieless to the Right of the Suitor to bring any particular Point be oie Smtovto 

tile Judge himself. Point before 

the Judge. 

30 XXIV. From and after the Commencement of this Act all or any ^ powoK 
of the Powers, Authorities, and Jurisdiction given to the Masters m 
Ordinary of the said Court by any Act or Acts then m force may be ^ 

exercised by the Master of the Rolls and Vice Chancellors ie- buexercUrtl 

spectively. 15 & 16 Viet. 

c J c. 80. s. 36. 

35 XXV. It shall be lawful for the Lord Chancellor, with the -Advice ^ ^ 
and Assistance of the Master of the Rolls “d Vice-ChmbeUors, o L ac]l 
any Two of them, and they are hereby required to 

and issue General Rules and Orders for regulating the Imms ana 
Form and Mode of Procedure _ before theMgst. 

40 Vice-Chancellors respectively, sitting at Chambei , 

[32,] A 4 
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tive Chief Clerks, and generally the Practice of the said Court, in 
respect of the Matters to which this Act relates, and for regulating 
the Fees and Allowances to Solicitors of the said Court in respect to 
such Matters ; and such Rules and Regulations, as aforesaid shall 
take effect as General Orders of the said Court. 5 

XXVI. The said existing junior Two Masters, or such Person as 
may be from Time to Time nominated for the temporary Discharge 
of such Duty by the Lord Chancellor, shall exercise exclusive Juris- 
diction in the Appointment and Control of Receivers, in passing 
Receivers Accounts, and otherwise, in relation to Estates under their 10 
Management, and the Application of Funds in their Hands, in like 
Manner as such Powers are already vested in Masters in Ordinary 
and the Master of the Rolls for that Purpose by the Law and Practice 
of the said Court, subject nevertheless to Appeal to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, and without Prejudice to any Jurisdiction heretofore exercised 15 
by the Lord Chancellor by the Law and Practice of the said Court ; 
and the said Masters so retaining their Office under this Act shall 
continue to discharge the Duties imposed upon the Masters of the 
Court of Chancery, under the Statute passed in the Fifth and Sixth 
Years of the Reign of William the Fourth, Chapter Sixteen, intituled 20 

An Act for altering and amending the Law regarding Commitments 
“ by Courts of Equity for Contempts, and the taking Bills pro con- 
“ fesso in Ireland.” 

XXVII. Upon the Occurrence of the First Vacancy in the Office of 
such Receiver Masters, the Situation of such Second Master shall not 25 
be filled up unless the Lord Chancellor shall certify under his Hand 
to the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury that the State of 
Business, of such Court requires the Appointment of such Second 
Master, in which Case it shall be competent to Her Majesty on a like 
Certificate from Time to Time to appoint such Second Master ; but so 
nothing in this Act contained shall deprive Her Majesty of the Power 
of appointing, from Time to Time, One Receiver Master, as the 
Office may become vacant, who shall be called the Receiver Master. 

XXVIII. From and after the Commencement of this Act the 
annual Salary heretofore payable to the said Three Masters who are 35 
eieby created Vice Chancellors shall cease, and in lieu thereof there 
shall be issued and paid and payable to each and every of such Vice 
Chancellors, so long as they shall hold their respective Offices, and 
also to every succeeding Vice Chancellor in Ireland for the Time being, 

such Funds as may be provided by Parliament, the annual Sum 40 
or Three thousand five hundred Pounds Sterling ; and every such 
annual Sum shall from Time to Time from henceforth be payable and 

paid 
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paid quarterly, free and clear from all Taxes and Deductions whatso- 
ever (Income Tax excepted), on every Twenty-fifth Day of March, 
Twenty-fourth Day of June, Twenty-ninth Day of September, and 
Twenty-fifth Day of December ; the Fust Payment thereof to be made 
5 on the first of said quarterly Days which shall immediately next follow 
the Commencement of this Act, and in proportion only to the Time 
which shall have then elapsed from the Commencement of this Act: 

Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall extend to affect 
or prejudice the Right of William Henn, Esquire, One of such Masters, 

10 to receive certain annual Sums heretofore payable to him for Compen- 
sation, as One of the Masters of the said Court. 

XXIX. Whenever any Person who shall hold the Office of Vice Proportion^ 
Chancellor in Ireland shall, during the Course of any Quarter, resign r^So” 
or quit his said Office, or shall die, then the Person so resigning or ovDeaAof 
15 quitting, or the Executors or Administrators of such Person so dying, 

(as the Case may be,) shall be entitled to such proportionate Part of 
such Salary as shall have accrued during such Part of the said 
Quarter as such Person shall have executed the said Office ; and every 
Vice Chancellor to be hereafter appointed shall, on the Quarter Day 
20 next after his Appointment, be entitled to have and receive out of the 
said Funds such Proportion of such Salary as shall have arisen from 
the Date of the Letters Patent of his Appointment. 

XXX. It shall be lawful for Her Majesty by any Letters Patent Her Majesty 
under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom to give and grant unto to grant an 
25 any Person executing the Office of Vice Chancellor in pursuance of Annuity »_a 
this Act an Annuity not exceeding Three thousand Pounds Sterling, 0 „ - his 
to commence and take effect immediately after the Period when the Resignation. 
Person to whom such Annuity shall be granted shall resign the said 5 Viet, c. 5. 
Office of Vice Chancellor, and to continue from thenceforth during s ' 

30 the Life of the Person to whom the same shall be granted ; and such 
Annuity shall be payable out of such Funds as may be provided by 
Parliament ; and such Annuity shall be paid quarterly, free from all 
Taxes and Deductions whatsoever, on the Four usual Days of Payment 
in the Year, (that is to say,) the Fifth Day of January, the Fifth Day 
35 of April, the Fifth Day of July, and the Tenth Day of October in 
every Year, by equal Portions ; and the First quarterly Payment, or a 
proportionate Part thereof, to be computed from the Time of the 
Resignation of the said Office, shall be made on such of the same 
Days as shall next happen after the Resignation of the said Office . 

40 and the Executors or Administrators of the Person to whom the same 
Aimuity shall be granted as aforesaid shall be paid such proportionate 
Part of the said Annuity as shall accrue from the Commencement or 
the last quarterly Payment thereof, as the Case may be, to the Day of 
[32.] B hia 
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his Death : Provided always, that it shall be lawful for Her Majesty 
in and by such Letters Patent to limit the Duration of Payment of 
such Annuity, or any Part thereof, to such Periods of Time during the 
natural Life of such Person in which he shall not exercise any Office 
of Profit under Her Majesty, so that such Annuity, together with the 5 
Salary and Profits of such other Office shall together not exceed in 
the whole the said Sum of Three thousand Pounds Sterling : Provided 
also, that no Annuity granted to any Person having executed the 
Office of Vice Chancellor under this Act shall be valid unless such 
Person shall have continued in the said Office for the Period of Fifteen 10 
Years, or shall he afflicted with some permanent Infirmity disabling 
him from the due Execution of his Office, which shall he distinctly 
recited in the said Grant : Provided also, that in estimating the Period 
of Service of the said Masters ill Ordinary, who are hereby constituted 
and appointed Vice Chancellors, or who may succeed to such Office 15 
under the Provisions of this Act, with a view to the Amount of such 
Superannuation Allowance, it shall be lawful to reckon the Number of 
Years during which they have respectively filled the Office of Master 
in Ordinary of the said Court, along with those during which they 
may respectively fill the Office of Vice Chancellor ; and in estimating 20 
the Period of Service of Achcsou Lyle, Esquire, One of the Junior 
Masters, hereby appointed one of the Receiver Masters, in case lie 
shall succeed to the Office of Vice Chancellor, with a view to the 
Amount of such Superannuation Allowance, it shall be lawful to 
reckon the Number of Years during which he has successively filled 25 
the Offices of Chief or Second Remembrancer of the Court of Exche- 
quer and Master in Ordinary of the Court of Chancery in Ireland, 
along with those during which he may fill the Office of Vice Chan- 
cellor of the said Court of Chancery. 

XXXI. The Master of the Rolls and each of the Vice Chancellors 30 
shall have in and attached to their respective Offices, to assist in the 
Despatch of Business as hevein-after mentioned, the following Clerks 
and Assistants, that is to say. One Chief Clerk for the Purpose of 
taking Accounts in detail in subordination to and under the Direction 
of such Judge, issuing Postings for Sales or Creditors, signing official 35 
Documents, and of otherwise assisting in the general Business of each 
Court respectively, and the Causes and Mattel's therein ; a Second 
CJert or Register, whose Duty it shall be to attend the Sittings and 
take Notes of Orders and Decrees pronounced by the respective 
Judges, to have such Orders and Decrees prepared from such Notes 40 
and transmitted to the Registrar’s Office of the Court of Chancery, and 
otherwise assist m the general Business of such Court, and Two Junior 
Clerxs to be attached respectively to each of such Courts and assist 
m the general Business thereof, and such Chief Clerks and Junior 

Clerks 
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Clerks shall be respectively under the Control of the Judge to whose 
Court they shall respectively be attached, and shall perform such 
Duties in connexion with their respective Courts as such Judge shall 
from Time to Time direct ; and all such Clerks and Assistants shall 
5 hold their respective Offices during good Behaviour and so long as they 
shall personally give their Attendance upon their respective Duties, 
and shall conduct themselves diligently and faithfully in the due Exe- 
cution of the Duties of their said Offices respectively, and shall not be 
removed except by the Order of the Lord Chancellor, who is hereby 
empowered, by Order made by him, to remove any such Chief, Second, 
or Assistant Clerk or Clerks for some sufficient Cause to be stated in 
such Order. 



XXXII. It shall be lawful for tbe Master of the Bolls to appoint a Powr to the 
Chief Clerk, a Second Clerk or Registrar, and Two Junior Clerks, to t0 al ,. 
15 be attached to his said Court and to his Successors in Office, whose point Clerks. 
Duties shall correspond with those herein-before assigned to the like 
Officers under the Vice Chancellors, and who shall hold their Offices 
for the same Term and subject to the like Regulations. 



XXXIII. The Examiner now attached to the Office of each Senior Appoint- 
Master hereby appointed Vice Chancellor as aforesaid shall he and clerks in tire 
become and he is hereby appointed the Chief Clerk to be attached to Office* of the 
the Court of such Vice Chancellor and of his Successors in Office, and ce n ors . 
shall be deemed the Chief Clerk of such Judge ; the Assistant Clerk 
now attached to the Office of each Senior Master hereby appointed 
Vice Chancellor, shall be and become and he is hereby appointed 
Registrar to be attached to the Court of such Vice Chancellor and bis 
Successors in Office, and it shall be lawful for each of the said Masters 
so appointed Vice Chancellors to appoint Two Persons each to be the 
Junior Clerks in their respective Offices, and m the Offices of their 
30 respective Successors. 



XXXIV. When and so often as any Vacancy shall occur by 
Death Resignation, or otherwise of any of the Clerks hereby ap- ces t0 be 
pointed or to be appointed pursuant to the Provisions of this Act, 
attached to the Courts of the Master of the Rolls and Vice - n y eu i or ity 
35 ChanceUors respectively, such Vacancy shall be filled by the Clerk «*- 
next in Seniority in the Court wherein such Vacancy shall occur to 
whom no sufficient Objection to the Satisfaction of the Lord Chan- 
cellor shall he made; and in all future Vacancies in the Office of 
Junior Clerk in each Court, the Judge of the Court in which such 
40 Vacancy shall occur, shall appoint some proper Person to he such 
Junior Clerk. 



[32.] 
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XXXV. Every Solicitor or Attorney who shall be appointed to and 
shall accept any Office under this Act shall cease to be an Attorney 
or Solicitor, and shall forthwith procure himself to be struck off the 
Roll of Solicitors of the High Court of Chancery, and off the Roll 
of any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record in Ireland on which his 5 
Name may be. 

XXXVI. It shall be lawful for each and every of the Vice Chan- 
cellors for the Time being respectively to appoint a Person, to be 
respectively attached to each of their said Courts constituted under 
this Act, for the Purpose of keeping Order therein and performing the lo 
Duties of Crier and Tipstaff. 

XXXVII. Nothing in this Act contained shall prejudice, affect, or 
alter the Precedence, Rank, Power, Patronage, Emoluments, or other 
Rights, Privileges, and Powers incident to or heretofore enjoyed by 
the Master of the Rolls. ^ 

XXXVIII. Provided that nothing in this Act contained shall 
affect the Rights of Yelverton O’Keeffe as One of the Joint Registers 
of the Court of Chancery. 

XXXIX. The Salaries of the said Chief Clerks shall be the yearly 
Sum of Eight hundred Pounds Sterling each, the Salaries of the said 
Second Clerks or Registrars shall be the yearly Sum of Six hundred 20 
Pounds Sterling each ; the Salaries of such Junior Clerks shall be the 
yearly Sum of Three hundred Pounds Sterling each, and the Salaries 
of such Criers and Tipstaffs shall be the yearly Sum of Sixty Pounds 
Sterling each; and all the said Salaries shall be paid out of such Funds as 
may be provided by Parliament, and shall be paid and payable in such 25 
Manner and on such and the same quarterly Days, and subject to such 
Regulations as to proportionable Parts at the Commencement and 
the Termination thereof, as is hereiu-before provided in respect to 
the Payment of the Salaries of the Vice Chancellors herein-before 
provided. 30 

XL. All and every the said several Clerks hereby appointed and 
to be from Trine to Time appointed under the Authority of this Act, 
m the respective Courts of the Master of the Rolls and Vice Chan- 
cellors respectively, who shall hereafter resign his Office with the 
Sanction and under the Authority of the Lord Chancellor, or shall be 35 
removed therefrom by the Lord Chancellor in consequence of his being 
permanently incapable from Infirmity of Mind or Body to discharge 
the Duties thereof, shall be entitled to receive such Superannuation 
Allowance as the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury shall 

think 
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think proper to direct ; and in ascertaining and awarding the Amount 
of such Superannuation Allowance the said Commissioners shall take 
into consideration the whole Period during which any such Person 
shall have been permanently employed in the said Court, and shall 
. proceed according to the Principle laid down by an Act passed in the 
Fifth Year of the Reign of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, 
intituled “ An Act to alter, amend, and consolidate the Laws for 
II regulating the Pensions, Compensations, and Allowances to be 
“ made to Persons in respect of their having held Civil Offices in His 
in “ Majesty’s Service;” and all such Sums and Allowances which shall 
be so awarded and granted under the Authority aforesaid shall be paid 
and payable and be charged and chargeable in the same way as is 
herein-before provided in respect of the Salaries of the said several 
Clerks : Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall pre- 
, , judice the Right of the Examiners of the Three Senior Masters in Ordi- 
nary of the said Court hereby appointed Vice Chancellors, and which 
Examiners arc hereby appointed Chief Clerks to such Vice Chancellors, 
to retire from the respective Offices to which they are appointed by 
this Act after the Period of Service and upon the other Terms con- 
on tained in an Act passed in the Fifteenth Year of Her present Majesty’s 
“ Reign, intituled “ An Act to regulate the Proceedings m the High 
“ Court of Chancery in Ireland.” 



XLI. From and after the Commencement of this Act it shall and ClurfandSe- 
may he lawful for the several Chief Clerks, aad also the Second in the 
25 Clerks or Registrars to the Master of the Rolls and Vice Chancellors 

respectively and all other Persons who may hereafter be appointed Vice chan _ 
CHef Clerks, and Second Clerks or Registrars to Master of the 
Rolls respectively, or to any future Master of the Rolls oi Vic take Affida . 
C hancellor while they shall respectively continue to hold their vits.&c. 

30 respective Offices ; and they are hereby fully authorized, empowered, 
and directed to administer Oaths, and to take Affirmations, Decima- 
tions, or Attestations of Honour, Examinations, or other Mattel 
whatever to be put in on Oath in the said Court of Chauceiy ; and 
all Persons swearing, declaring, affirming, or attesting before any of 
,5 such Persons so by this Act authorized to administer Oaths and take 
Declarations, Affirmations, or Attestations of Honour, shall be liable 
to all such Penalties, Punishments, and Consequences for any wilful 
Id eorti false swearing, declaring, affirming or « 
therein as if the same had been sworn, declared, affirmed, oi attested 
40 before Lny Person now by Law authorized to administer Oaths, and 
to take Declarations, and receive Affirmations. 

XLII It shall be lawftil for the Chief Clerks of the Master of the Clerts 
Rolls, Vice Chancellors, and Receiver Masters respectively, to^k , „ „ ftte 
[32.] B A 
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demand, and receive, in tlieir respective Offices, for and on account 0 f 
the Matters and Things to be done in or concerning the Business of 
their several and respective Offices, the Fees and Sums of Money in 
the Schedule to this Act annexed, mentioned, and none other or 
greater Fees or Sams of Money whatever ; and no Officer, Deputy or 5 
Clerk, or any of such Officers, shall ask, demand, or receive, from anv 
of the Suitors of the said Court, or from any Person whatsoever on their 
Behalf, any Fee or Sum of Money whatever on account of, or for 
Performance of, or under pretence of performing- any Act, Matter or 
Thing whatsoever, in anywise relating to the Business of the said 
Offices, or any of them ; and the said Schedule, and the Matters and 10 
Things therein, shall be taken as Part of this Act. 



XLIII. The said Chief Clerks shall severally keep or cause to be 
kept in their Offices accurate Accounts of all Sums of Money received 
for Fees in pursuance of this Act, and shall out of the Sums received 
for such Fees pay to the Scrivenery Clerks employed by them re- 15 
spectively in pursuance of this Act, for all Copies made by such Clerks 
at the Rate of Three Halfpence per Folio of Seventy-two Words, and 
shall also retain and pay for Stationery, Coals, Office Keeper, and such 
other incidental Expenses such Sums as shall appear necessary to the 
Commissioners for auditing Public Accounts, and shall quarterly and 
every Quarter on every Twenty-fifth Day of March, Twenty-fourth 
Day of June, Twenty-ninth Day of September, and Twenty-fifth Day 
of December, or within Ten Days next after, transmit to the Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty's Treasury an Account on Oath of their re- 
spective Receipts and Disbursements, and shall upon such Account 
being audited pay into the Exchequer to the Credit of the Consolidated 
Fund such Balance, if any, as may he in their respective Hands on 
Foot of such Accounts, and if at any Time any Balance shall appear 
due to any of the said Chief Clerks on account of Expenses of their Q „ 
said Offices, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of tier Majesty’s 3 ° 
Treasury or any Three or more of them, and they are hereby empow- 
ered from Time to Time if they shall think fit, to cause to he issued 
and paid out of the said Consolidated Fund to such Chief Clerks such 
bum of Money as shall he necessary to defray the Expenses incurred 
m their respective Offices as aforesaid. 35 



20 



25 



r „ XLI ' * e Construction of this Act the Expression “Lord 
Ghancelloi shall mean and include the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, 
and Lords Commissioners of the Great Seal of Ireland for the 
lime being. 

XLV. This Act shall commence and take effect from and after 
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SCHEDULE of Fees to be received in the respective Offices of the 
Chief Clerks of the Master of the ltolls, Vice Chancellors, and 
Receiver Masters under the foregoing Act. 

s. d. 

Copies of Pleadings, Statements, Accounts, and all other 
Documents of every Description required from said Offices 
or any of them, for each Polio containing Seventy-two 
Words, or concluding Fraction of a Folio- - - - - 0 4 

For engrossing Decrees and Orders for Signature of the Officer, 
previous to same being transmitted to the Registrar’s Office, 
for each Folio of Seventy-two Words, or concluding Fraction 
of a Folio - - - - - ' 0 4 

Search for Papers or Documents for any Period exceeding One 
Year, and not exceeding Three Years, antecedent to the 
Time of making such Search, where the Party requiring the 
Search to be made shall not take out a Copy of the Docu- 
ment or Documents searched for - - - - 1 ( 

Search for Papers or Documents for any Period exceeding 
Three Years antecedent to the Time of making such Search, 
where the Party requiring the Search to be made shall not 
take out a Copy of the Document or Documents searched 
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To make Provision for the more speedy 
and effectual Despatch of Business in 
the High Court of Chancery in Ire- 
land. 



Mr. Whiteside, Mr. An pier, and Mr. Matins.) 



Ordered, by the House of Commons, to be Printed, 
21 February 1855. 



[Bill 32.] 

Under 2 oz. 
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